




that to the trees! What is that to us, to us pUosoph!  

to-for it is concerned with mom&, with all that bas bitherto 
been celabrated on esrtb as rnora1ity-a m p l e  that entered mg 
life early, so uninvited, so irresistibly, so much in c o f i i  fi 
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Origin of 1AC Moral S e d m ;  iU author Dr. Paul RBe; the h 
wbich it appearad 1877. Perhaps I hve never reud anyhng to 5 
which 1 would have said to myself No, proposition by propositha, 
conclusion by conclusion, to the extent that I did to this bo& yet 
spite without ill-humor or bp&nce. In tbe a ~ m e n ~  
work, on which I was then engaged, I made o p p h m a  and iwp 
portune rafere~l~t to the p e t i o n s  of that b k ,  not in order to ely for the sake of a god to which it was only one mearus 
refute tku-what haw X to do with rcfutatimLbut, as becomec many). What was at stake was the value of morality-and 
a jmitivc spirit, to replace the improbable with the more prow is I had to come to terms almost exclusively with my great 

o life and to himself. But it was against preciseIy these instincts 
there spoke from me an ever more fundamental mistrust, an 
more corrosive skepticism! It was precisdy berc that I saw fie 
danger to mankind, its sublimest enticement and seduction- 

such); likewise, section 92, The Wanderer, w o n  26, and Dawn, turning against life, the tender and g o r r d  signs of the ulti- 

approximately equal powers (qudity as p u p p i t i o n  of 1 
compacts, consequently of ail Iaw); likewise The Wmtrlurr, st+ 
tiom 22 and 33, on the origin of punishment, of wbich the aim d ' 
intimidation b neither the esum nor tbe source (as Dr. R& 
thinks-it is rather only introduced, under certain M t e  draw 
stsnees, and always as an incidental, as something added) 

a D h W r i d y :  Uterially, by tho whola h o l m  
4 N i i i  always giva to the &rt dtianar.  I havt mb& 
tuDd rrtio. nub", w m  rn dm, l, a e d i t i w  md tramla*, 
sad on 145-78 most d tbo d a m  Fitsd are o f f e d  in my 

d ' F ; ~ s  relatin m 14 w Rudolpl BMo- Frau E%E 
ton, N.J., hhmton University m, 1968. 
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mseIves to sacrifice aI1 desirability to truth, evev truth, 
, harsh, ugly, repcUmt, u ncbristian, immoral truth.-For 

ths do exist .- 

2 

that place where the intellectual pride of man would least 
' fiad it (in the vis inertW of babi t, for example, or in forg 

"good." "Originally"-so they decree-"one approved un- 

thoroughly stupid)-what is it reany that always drives the to whom they were done, that is  to say, those to whom they 
weld; later one forp  how this apprwd originated and, sim- 

Now it is plain to me, Arst of all, that in this theory the source 
af the concept "good" has been sought and established in the 
wrong place: the judgment " g d ' d i d  not originate with those to 
whom "goodness" was shown! Rather it was "the good" them- 

I 

First Essay 
"Good a d  Evil," "Good and Bad'' 





us here. my call t b e m d ~ ,  for 

5 
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4 ~ ~ ~ l r :  c~wardly, ~orhlw,  vile, wretched. 
a h k :  pod, wan-hrn, gentle, brave, capable. 
6 Bad 
7 Gmk: black, dark. 
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tbmgh the Jews, very well! in that caxc no people ever had a instcad of b k  to oneself-i~ of the eismct of r s e  
order to exist, slave morality d w a p  first a d  a 
d world; it needs, physidogkdly speaking, external 

order to act at all--its actiun is fundamentally reaction. 
reverst is the case with the noble mode of whation: it 

spontaneously, it $&s i?s H t t  ody SO as to 
&in itself more gtatefully a d  triumpbaatly-its negative concept 
UlpW," lLcomm~n," "bad" is only a subsequently-invent& paIe, 

in rdatioa to its p i t i v e  basic con~pt-filled 
fitOugh a d  througb--"w noble -, 

pj, beautiful, happy ones!" When the noble modo d vdulttion 
pIenty of time.- To thi end, does ttse church today stitI ha Mudem md sins against reality, it does so in respect to the sphere 

=fficientQ familiar, agabt a real howlodge of 
cwld one do without it? Quc~ritur.~ It seems to hinder ra WW if has indeed inflexibly guarded itself: in some cbmtanm 
hasten this progress. But ptrhrps that is its usefulness.- it misunderstands the sphere it despisess, that of the common man, 
it has, over the years, kame something cru& and brish, of tbe lower ordcn; on the other band, oat should remember that, 

h e  of -tempt, of loosng d o n  from a 
& imaF of that which it dapises, it 

1- w ~ o u r  falsification than fiat perpa- 
cfigit of cou&Y & submerged b- 

Ired, the vengefulness of the impdent. There is ind& tm much 
carebsncss, too much taking lightly, too much loolcing away and 
imptieocc involved in contempt, even too much joyfuha, for it 

he had been listening to me tdl then and could not end to be abb to transform its object into a real caricaturs and man- 

One should not ~ w k  the atmost knevolent nuances that 
mple, k t o w  on all the words it cm- 

orders from itself; how they are con- 
ed a kind of pity, co*m 
almost all & words to & 
s expressions signifying "unhappy," 

vtiabk" (compare &ilos,8 IilaiosP poMros,' nsochiMw! the 

ion are Grook. The first four mean 
to EU- some of i t s  other cwaota- 

wartblw, Imavisb, b eowrudly. I 

I 









proach of some ilianstitutad thing; that I have to d the w rather its oppdte, a 1amCwould he not be e l "  there is no 
trails of some ill-constituted soul1 reason to find fault with this institution of an iM, except perhaps 

How much one is able to endure: distress, want, bad that chc birds of prey might view it a little ironically and say: "we 
sichas, toil, solitude. Fundamentally one can oope h ' t  d X i e  them at aJI, t h e  g o d  little lamb, we even love 
thing el=, born as one is to a subterranean life of b m :  nothing is more tasty than a tender lamb." 
em-= again and again-into the light, one experiences again and To demand of strength that it should not express itself as 
again om's golden hour of victory--and then one st ntrwgth, that it shouId not be a desire to overcome, a desire to 
one was born, uabrc&b1c, tensed, ready far new, throw down, a d e s k  to become master, a thirst for manics and 
mnoter things, Sic  a bow that distrm only serves mistances and triumphs, is just as absurd as to dunand of mak-  

But grant me from time to time-if there are ncss that it should e x p m  itself as strength. A quantum of force is  
equivalent to a quanhtm of drive, will, cffact-more, it Is nothing 
other than precisely tbi very driving, wilting, effecting, and only 
owing to the seduction of language (and of the fundamental mrs 
of rirtleon that are petrified in it 1 which conceiva and m h a c e i v e s  
dl effects as conditioned by something that causes effects, by a 
kbject," can it appear athemist. For just as the popular mind 
separates the lightning from its flash and takes the latter for an 
action, for the operation of a subject called lightning, sa popular 
m d i t y  also separates stxength from expressions of strength, as if 
rbere were a neutral substratum behind the strong man, which was 

able, more mediocre, more frce to express strength or not to do so. But thcrc is no such ~ub- 
tian--there is no doubt that rimturn; there is no "king" behind doing, decting, becoming; 

Here precisely is what %e doer" is merely a fiction ad& to the detd-the deed is  every- 
getber with the fear of man Tbe popular mind in fact doubla the deed; when it sees 
reverence for him, our h ng flash, it is the deed of a deed: it posits tbe same event 
sight of man now makes and then a second time as its &at. Scientists do no 

, not rhta- We are weary of man. say "force mows," "force caum," and tbe like- 
s h d o m  from emotion notwithstanding, w r  en- 

I 3  es under the misleading influence of language and 
of that little changeling, the "subject" (the atom, 

But let us =turn: s such a changeling, as ia the Kantian ''thing-in- 
"gopd," of the g d  as dcr if the submerged, darkly glowwing emotions of 
mands its solution. hatred exploit this belief for their own ends and 

That lambs dislike no &lief more ardently than the belief that the 
only it gives w ground e to be weak and the bird of prey to be a I a m b  
ing off little lambs. And if the Imhs my among themselves: '%thest for thus they gain the right to makc the bird of prey acmunrabk 
birds of prey are wit; and wboever is least like a bird of prey, but for king a bird of prcy, i 



When the oppressed, downtrodden, outm@ exbort aod nooks, It seems to me one is lying; a saccharine swtetness 
other with the vengeful cunning of impotence: 'let us k dings to cvcry sound. Weakness is being lied into samething meri- 

tmbw, no doubt of i w o  it is just as you said"- 

-"and impotence which does not requite into 'gcdn- of 
beart'; anxious lowlineus into 'humility'; subjection to thotie one 
b a t s  into 'oWena' (that is, to oae of whom they say he corn- 
mands this s u b j e c t i w  call him God). The k&nsivcnw of 

it would b good if we did nothing for which we are not  he we& man, even the cowardia of which he has so much, his 
h@g at the door, his being heluchbly compelled to wait, here 

order which even insects possess (posing as dead, when in acquire fiattwing names, sucb as 'phae,' and are  eve^ called vir- 
t ~ e  iW, bis inabiity for revenge is called unwillingness to rewage, 

and se l f -kpt ion  of impotence, clad itself in p h a p  even forgiveness ('for they know not what t h q  6% 
of the virtue of quiet, calm resignation, jwt as 

as a merii. -"Now they give me to understand that they am not medy 
better than the mighty, the lords of the ew&h wIK)$R spittk fhtY 
have to lick (nor from fear, not at aI1 from fear! but because God 
has commanded them to obey tbe authoriti~s)~4bat they art not 

-No! Wait a moment! Yw have said n o w  yet of the m a s  
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iolpiring ingenuity, hc p l a d  above the gateway of hh hell the 
*@on "I ,tm w u  created by etemal love"--at any rate, thwe 

vengefdness and hatred-what have h e y  made of revenge d b more justihtion for placing a h  the gateway to the 
tred? Bavt you M thtsa words u tkd?  If you tmted CWian Para* and its "ekmd b k "  the inscription '7 too was 
their words, would you suspect you were among men of created by eternal We"-provided a truth may bo placed a b v e  
metat? . . . tha gateway to s lie! For w h t  is it that txmilituk~ the Miss of this 

-"I understand; 11 open my tars again (oh! oh! oh! 

it in a stroap key, map from the mouth of a triumphant Church 
Fahr,  adjuring his Christians to avoid the cruel pleasures of the 
public gamm-but why? "Por the faith offers us much morc"-be 

just on earth." 
-And what do they call h t  which serves to console 

future bliss? 
-"What? Do T hear aright? They call that 'the Last 

ment,' the coming of their kingdom, of the 'Kingdom of G 
meanwhile, however, they live 'in faith,' Tn love,' 'in hope.' " 

-Enough! Enough! 

to be eternally Indemnified in the "kingdom of God" for this t 
life "in faith, in love, in hope." Indcmni6ed for what? How in 

Dante, I think, committed a crude blunder when, with a 



m b s "  (in be#er voice, yet wwse screamers) "in suu pro- 
prtr c&&fd; m~ hfstr- rngnos~efidf, x w e s  &lo per 
@em; mm spectandw auriga in frammea rota t o w  rubens, tunc 
qstki confemplmrdi mn in g y d s ,  sed in ignc fieculali, nisi 
rplod ne tunc qui&m f t b s  v e h  v h ,  ur gu# malim & eos pth 
~ ~ n s p ~ t u m  lnsadabbm conferre, qui in domi'num h e v i e r u n t .  
sk & ilk; dl-, 'f&i aut q u m w r b  f l i d  " ( a t  f&w~, 

especially term for the of Jmm, whi& is found in 
the Talmud, shows that from here on Tertullirrn is referring to the 
Jews), " 'mbhli d ~ ~ c ~ ~ r ,  $&-aes a &mo&m hbem. Hic 
a, qwm a J& redernisth, kic est ill# mundinc et colaphis diver- 
Beratus, sputmntis &&comt~cs, jelle et mto  potutur. Hik esf, 
quem &m dlscenks subripuemnt, ur res~rrexiss dicatw vet hor- 

P u b l i i  a any, 1957). l b  other mdluion b by Radol n' Arkmmn, oL., P&D, Par(batn University, in The F & a  ol r @ 

Church: A New T r a ~ I u ~ l o n ,  in tbt volnmt entitled Tsrtullian: Disciplinary, 
M m l  d AsceflmI Work! (New YorL, Fatben of the Church, lac., 1959, 
Imprimatur Francis Cardinal Spellman). 

In tbe former edition we arc told h a htno tc  b the titlc &at d t h g b  
b e  Im tKto B O ~ O  dispute as to wbtlher lhe work was written before or 
&r TmilianTa "lapn from ortbhxy to Mwtanirrn, "a work so mlour- 
k tbst d m  can disagree a b u t  awa Its shading, mu& be regarded aa 
praEticlllly orthodox. b a g p a t 4  cxpmions arc but the charactoristi 01 
&r wthofs 'us, We hd the like in all writers of strongly marked iadivid- 

r data t b  tnatiso clrca A.D. 197," And in a fwtnoI~ to the ulily* NS 
last mkm~ quoted by Nictzscht, wbieh concludes IIR last dwpter of thc 
e, we read: m s  concluding cbapber, w M  Gibbon dtli ts to a- 
m, b u s t  L fervid rbmic so fearfully depicts the pu &mmb of 

to Dr. N& to contain a h t i f u l  specimen 
an mnddeace.' ' 

In the l a m  dt ion  we are informed that "Dt Spec~cprlis i s  one of Ter- 
IUIIWI m Luterdng and original works" (p. 38). And chaptw 30, which 
N h k d c  quotes atmast in its atlraty, omitting only the &st four l h ,  is 
hmhccd by a footnote that begha (and ir continues in the fame win): 
Terbllin pvcs bsre a colorful deseri tioa of the millennium, picturing (bc 
hnrhh o x p h t i w  of nn early return b; Christ 

It ia noteworthy that tho Pmwsunt dlti& &E the work % colour- 
whib tb R m a n  Calholic editran considers it "wIonRr1"-4 neither 

c4 tbem av£nce5 any aerrsitivity to what outragd Nielzsche w Gibbon. 
W a r d  Obbw's m m m t s  am foand in Cha ttr XV of The HLrtuty of 

The Decline and Fall ej the Roman Em*: condemnation of the 
w h t  and mast virtuom of tbs Pagans, on aeewnt of their ipm or 
disldtf of the divine truth, scorns to &ad the reason and the humanity of 

rimitiw church, whose faith was of a much &mor 
without hc$itation, to eternal torture the far 
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i t: 

of thwght wiU, not come the of it 
awe fa to Co an end, a s s u m 4  & h u  long 

abudanay clear what my aim is, what ~o aim of that 
dogm is that is inscribad at Lhc he& of 9 last b k  

o"d a d  At I s *  IMi dar msr. 'Beyond 

of the inhuman and s u p e r h f i .  

17 

was that the end of it? Had that greatat of 
id=& bcco p x d  ad actal for time? Or ody 4 
nitely adjcmmtd? 

M U S ~  the ancient fire not some day up much inore 
from the mwt divers pnpoctlva; for rl& p&pro 

be e e c d  tm ~ b U y ,  w g ,  far -- 




